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Application No. 10/665502 2 
Art Unit 2882 

Claims 1-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. The limitations conveyed by "configured to" are 
unclear. For example, do claims 1, 16, 22 and 23 recite an x-ray source and detector or 
not? The staictural limitations conveyed by the following are unclear: 

Claim 1 

operation unit configured to operate drive (no drive is claimed) 

wireless communication unit configured to transmit a wireless signal releted to 
the drive (no drive is claimed) 

drive control unit configured to control the drive (no drive is claimed) 
Claim 2 

attachment units configured to attach and detacg 
Claim 3 

state detection unit configured to detect a state of attachment 
Claim 4 

state detection unit is configured to detect 
Claim 5 

drive control unit stops the drive (no drive is claimed) 
Claim 7 

direction of the drive (no drive is recited) 
Claim 9 

communication unit is provide with respect to each the guide rail 
Claim 10 

related to the drive (no drive is claimed) 
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Claim 1 1 

configured to operate drive (no drive is recited) 
Claim 12 

controls the drive (no drive is recited) 
Claim 13 

stops the drive (no drive is recited) 
Claim 14 

controls the drive (no drive is recited) 
Claim 15 

controls the drive (no drive is recited) 
Claim 16 

operation unit configured to operate drive (no drive is claimed) 
configured to be attached to and detached firom 
drive control unit configured to control the drive (no drive is claimed) 
attachment unit 

state detection unit configured to detect a state of attachment 
Claim 18 

drive control unit is configured to stop the drive (no drive is claimed) 
Claim 20 

direction of the drive (no drive is recited) 
Claim 21 

related to the drive (no drive is claimed) 
Claim 22 
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operating the drive (no drive is claimed) 
related to the drive (no drive is claimed) 
controlling the drive (no drive is claimed) 
Claim 23 

operation unit configured to operate drive (no drive is claimed) 

operation direction of the operation unit 

drive direction (no drive is recited) 

operation direction of an operation unit 
The claims are largely written in functional language rather than in a positive recitation 
of the structural elements that comprise the invention. The claims fail to recite elements 
essential to the invention, ie the claims appear to recite a wireless transmitter (wireless 
communications unit), but no wireless receiver is claimed. 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as 
set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be 
patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to 
which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in 
which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ali 
(6801594). Ali teaches an x-ray CT scanner including a source 14 and detector 18 
mounted on a rotating gantry, patient support 46 and wireless operation unt (figure 5) 
configured to control operation of the scanner. The meets and bounds of these claims 
are obscure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Examiner 
Church at telephone number (571 ) 272-2488. 
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